Colossians 1:28-29

“We proclaim him, counseling everyone and teaching everyone, so that we can bring everyone before God perfectly mature in Christ. To this end I labor, striving with his great power that is so mightily is at work in me.”  

Authentic ministry for me must …

Focus upon Christ – see also Colossians 1:15-22

“We proclaim him … perfectly mature in Christ … power he gives.”

· Christ is the Message

· Christ is the Goal

· Christ is the Strength
If there is one central focus in Colossians, and especially Colossians 1, it is that Christ is everything – the focus, the power, the goal, the example, and the message of ministry. This means that a year cannot go by without proclaiming the central events of Jesus’ life (Incarnation, Death, Resurrection, and Pouring out of the Spirit). A great way to do this is to use the normal times that people think about these things (Christmas and Easter, for example), and leverage them for deeper connection with the central truths behind the celebrations. This also means that I see the goal of a true Restoration church to be the restoration of Christ’s message and mission to the world through the Church, his bodily presence in the world today. The Gospels, as much as the Letters of the New Testament, become crucial for guiding us in our daily living as Christians and the Church. So for me, this means there must be a sermon series on some focused aspect of Jesus’ life at least every other year.

Seek to Impact All People

“…counseling everyone … teaching everyone …bring everyone …”

· Evangelism to all peoples – carrying out the going and baptizing emphasis of the Great Commission

· Equipping all disciples for life, holiness, and service – carrying out the “teaching to obey” emphasis of the Great Commission
Christianity isn’t just about my little cultural group – national, ethnic, socio-economic, racial, age – but about breaking down all barriers that stand between others and God’s grace so that each person can come to know Christ as Lord and live fruitfully for him. This means that we need to work for a culturally diverse church as long as that diversity helps us reach more people – diversity must never be used to keep seekers out, or it implodes upon its on goal. In my life, that means I must be intensely focused on building a church that reflects this impact and then expand that impact through out the world through visiting missionaries, working on mission trips, and especially continuing the outreach to over 500,000 different people per month through the devotionals and graphics of Heartlight.org.

Use my Gifts to Proclaim, Counsel, and Teach

“…proclaim him, counseling … and teaching …”

· Proclaiming Christ – declaring the good news of Jesus

· Counseling – warning, correcting, and guiding others to live for Christ

· Teaching – training and explaining to others the truth of God’s will

The Lord has gifted me and called me to preach, teach, and write. For those areas of ministry to be effective, two things are required: 1) connecting with real people on a regular basis, and 2) utilizing my skills and passions graphically. I do not see counseling in this context as sit down counseling sessions, but as guidance from Scripture and referral to other counselors when needed.

Reach Beyond My Ministry and Abilities to Equip and Inspire Others 

“We proclaim … … I labor … with his great power that is so mightily at work in me.”

· Importance of Christ’s power through the Holy Spirit

· His energy and strength

· From God

· Coupled with my effort
· Importance of Mentoring & Partnering 
· Mentoring Apprentices & Representatives

· Mentoring & Partnering with Shepherds
· Importance of Equipping other Christians for Ministry

· To live holy lives for God

· To live encouraging lives for others

· To live productive lives using our gifts

· To live purposeful lives accomplishing what God created us to achieve
For ministry to be effective, and for the minister to leave a legacy rather than just a memory, that minister must understand that ministry comes from the power and equipping of the Holy Spirit and that ministry must involve helping others discover and use the gifts the Holy Spirit has given to each one of us. Shepherds and Ministers must work together at equipping God’s people and also mentoring, raising up, and equipping new leaders for God’s people. In addition, their ministries must be practical – they must help real people live productive lives using the gifts and accomplishing the purposes God has given them. So, ministry is about “me and we” and “us and others.” The power to do this, however, is not our own. The Holy Spirit must sustain the power and passion of my ministry, I cannot sustain it by my own will power or strength alone. This kind of ministry is hard work and requires much effort – much more than I can manufacture in myself – so I must be willing to work hard at this task and not take it lightly. At the same time, I must balance that work with God’s call for me rest in his presence and lead my family and love my wife. Without balance and faithfulness at home, I jeopardize my legitimacy to minister. My work with other Christians must respect the gifts and purposes God has for that person, rather than me trying to make them fit into some job that fits what I want to have done in the Church. Finally, I must invest as much or more time in equipping, encouraging, and entrusting ministry to spiritually healthy people as I do ministering in crisis to the hurting and the unhealthy people – if not, then there are not enough people to minister to all the needs and the legacy of ministry ends with my generation.

